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 The purchase of 60 acres , outlined 
in red,  is the first extension of the Kettle 
Creek Battlefield site in a century. Wilkes 
County’s best-known Revolutionary War 
battle site has expanded for the first time 
in nearly a century after officers of the 
Kettle Creek Battlefield Association pur-
chased more than 60 acres adjacent to 
the present site, expanding the size of the 

battlefield park to some 75 acres total. 
 Tuesday, January 14, KCBA Presi-
dent Walker Chewning, Board Chairman 
Joe Harris, Treasurer Tom Owen, and 
Secretary Amanda Aycock met in Thom-
son to sign the contract to purchase 60+ 
acres from Plum Creek Timber Company. 
“This will increase the size of the Kettle 
Creek Battlefield Park to 75 acres total,” 
Chewning said. “We’ve just been out to 
walk around the new property, and it’s a 
pretty piece of land, a nice place for walk-
ing trails among the pines.” 
 With the completion of the closing, 
the title to the new acreage was conveyed 
to Wilkes County. 
 “This is the first time in almost 100 
years that this historic park has been ex-
panded”, Chewning said, and it is the be-

Kettle Creek Battle Site Expands with KCBA’s 60-acre Purchase 
by Kip Burke 

Joe Harris, Amanda Aycock, Atty. Britt  Hammond,  
Tom Owen, Walker Chewning 

Dooly, Pickens  & Clarke Advance  
as it relates to the new purchase 
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ginning of the effort to create an even lar-
ger historic and recreational park at the 
site. “Past studies have shown that a lar-
ger park with recreational areas, better 
parking, restroom facilities, trails, and his-
toric signage will attract significant tourism 
to the city of Washington, to Wilkes 
County, and to the surrounding area.” 
 The benefits will also be educa-
tional, he said. “An expanded and im-
proved Kettle Creek Battlefield Park is ex-
pected not only to have a beneficial im-
pact on the local economy, it will provide 
greater educational opportunities for the 
citizens of the state of Georgia to learn 
about the significance of the Battle of Ket-
tle Creek in the American Revolution.” 
 The expansion has been years in 
the making. “More than ten years ago, the 
Georgia Society Sons of the American 
Revolution began conducting a wreath-
laying ceremony at the monument on War 
Hill,” Chewning said. “Since that time, the 
Battle of Kettle Creek celebration on the 
second weekend of February has become 
a three-day event which includes a pa-
rade, militia skirmish, and living history 
characters, all of which delight of the hun-
dreds of spectators and participants of all 
ages who visit Wilkes County during the 
celebration.” 
 Serious academic study has also 
increased in recent years, making the ex-
pansion possible. “In 2008, archaeologists 
with the Lamar Institute conducted a bat-
tlefield survey which culminated in the 
publication of the book Stirring Up a Hor-
net’s Nest,” Chewning said. “During the 
study, not only were many artifacts found 
that dated back to 1779, the study also 
determined the location of the core area 
of the battlefield and laid the groundwork 
for another study conducted in 2013 by 
the CSRA Regional Commission. With the 
co-operation of the Kettle Creek Battle-
field Association, founded in February 

2011, and the Wilkes County Commis-
sioners, this study produced the Kettle 
Creek Battlefield Park Master Plan, pub-
lished in April 2013. 
 In July 2013, the KCBA began the 
effort to raise funds to be used to pur-
chase additional acreage adjacent to the 
existing battlefield site. “The KCBA board 
members reached out to individuals and 
organizations who had a similar interest in 
American history and the preservation of 
historical sites,” Chewning said. “The en-
thusiasm for this effort was overwhelming. 
The KCBA received substantial contribu-
tions from organizations such as the 
Georgia Society Children of the American 
Revolution, individual chapters of the 
Georgia Society Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution, the Georgia Society of 
the Sons of the American Revolution, and 
many individual chapters of the GASSAR, 
as well as over 200 individuals from 
around the country. With this strong sup-
port, the KCBA was able to raise sufficient 
funds to make a purchase offer to the 
land owner, Plum Creek Timber Com-
pany.” 
 The land acquisition is expected to 
be celebrated at the annual KCBA ban-
quet, which this year is open to all Wilkes 
County residents. The dinner, during 
which the Sons and Daughters of the 
American Revolution will celebrate the 
234th anniversary of the battle, is set for 
Friday, February 7, at 6:30 p.m., at the 
Pope Center, with a reception beginning 
at 5 p.m.  
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 Oglethorpe Chapter, NSDAR, was  
proud to present the Kettle Creek Battle-
field Association a donation of $2000 at 
its meeting on December 4, 2013. This 
donation, meant to acquire one acre of 
the historic site of the Battle of Kettle 
Creek, was made possible through the 
generous donations of its members, in-
cluding a bequest left to the chapter by 
dear member Alma Johnston and an 
anonymous donation made in memory of 
Edna Kendrick, Past State Regent of the 
Georgia State Society. Additional funds 
were raised by the Oglethorpe Chapter 
members through the sale of homemade 
fig preserves which were delicious. 

Joseph Habersham Chapter DAR 
Makes Significant Contribution to 

the Kettle Creek Battlefield 
 
 The purchase of 60 additional 
acres was greatly aided by the generosity 
of the ladies of the Joseph Habersham 
Chapter NSDAR.  Like the Daughters 
who, in 1920, realized the importance of 
preserving this historic site, the Joseph 
Habersham Chapter Daughters came for-
ward and made a substantial contribution 
toward the purchase of additional land for 
the Kettle Creek Battlefield.  With their 
support, the KCBA was able to expand 
the now-protected area of the battlefield 
to 75 acres. This new area includes the 
routes of the patriot leaders Dooly, Pick-
ens and Clarke as they advanced  on the 
British Forces under the command of Col. 
Boyd at War Hill. It also includes part of 
the Hammett Farm and the area of Liberty 
Church were it is believed that some of 
the dead from the Battle of Kettle Creek 
may be buried. This was a significant pur-
chase, and the ladies of the Joseph 
Habersham Chapter can be proud of the 
contribution their chapter made toward 
this important event. 

Oglethorpe DAR Chapter  
Contributes to the 

Kettle Creek Battlefield 

KCBA President Walker Chewning receives a  
contribution from  

Oglethorpe Chapter NSDAR President Kate Cook 

“ It has been be said that , at its best,  
 preservation engages the past in a  

conversation with the present over a  
mutual concern for the future” 

 
        William J. Murtagh 
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The Kettle Creek Battlefield Association   
Invites you to join us and the  

Sons and Daughters of the American Revolution 
in celebrating the Battle of Kettle Creek  

at the annual KCBA banquet to be held on: 

 Friday, February 7th, 2014  
Pope Center 

48 Lexington Ave 
Washington, GA 30673 

 

Program:    Charles B. Baxley 
 “The Revolution Comes to the Ceded Lands: 

Wilkes County and its Birth Under Fire”  
 

Dinner Cost:  $30.00 per individual 
Cash Bar & Reception 5:00 P.M. 

 Dinner at 6:30 P.M. 
 

Please make your checks payable to: KCBA  

and mail to: 
KCBA 

P. O. Box 729 
Washington, GA 30673 

 
Please include your email address.  

Dinner reservations must be received by January 31, 2014. 
(Contact: Walker Chewning 678-409-4644) 

 
NOTE: Those wishing to sit as a group or family  

please write a note on your R.S.V.P. 
Tables seat 8 persons,   

and they will be assigned by Number. 
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Kettle· Creek-Battleground  
Memorial Ceremony  

Saturday, February 8th, 2014  
at 2:30pm  

Washington, Wilkes County,  
Georgia 

All Societies and Chapters of the C.A.R., DAR, SAR, other hereditary  
Societies and patriotic or historical organizations are invited to attend.  

Descendants and the public are especially welcome.  

Submit your request to participate in the Wreath Presentation                            
no later than January 18,2014,  to assure listing in the Ceremony Program 

 

Organization:  

Name of Presenter:  

Office or Title of Presenter:  

Will Participate in the Color Guard:   YES       No  

 Email Address:      Phone:  

Mail to: Ed Rigel, Sr., 1504 Berkeley Court, Gainesville, GA 30501-1260; or  

Email: compatriotrigel@charter.net 
 

"Revolutionary Days"  
Celebrating the 235th Anniversary of  

the 

Battle of Kettle Creek 
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Revolutionary Days 
 
 

Heroes of the Hornet’s Nest Ceremony 
 

Elijah Clark State Park 
Lincolnton, Georgia 

Sunday, February 9, 2014 
 

Wreath Registration 
 

Name of Wreath Presenter 
____________________________________________ 
Organization 
____________________________________________ 
Position 
____________________________________________ 

 
Send registration form by February 1, 2014, to: 
 

Charlie Newcomer  
email: canewcomer@att.net   

or by regular mail to 1601 Spartan Lane, Athens, GA 30606-5327  
Telephone: 706 543 3977 

Presenter’s Email Address 
___________________________________________ 
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Invitation to all KCBA Members 
 

Annual Business Meeting 
 

for the 
 

The Kettle Creek Battlefield Association 
Membership-Invitation 

 
You are invited to join the membership 

at the annual business meeting to be held on: 

 

Friday, February 7th, 2014 

4:30 PM 

 

at the Pope Center 

48 Lexington Ave 

Washington, GA 30673 

 

Reports from all officers. 
Get to know your Board. 


