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238th Celebration  
Battle of Kettle Creek Celebration 

 

 That’s right folks! It has been 238 years 
since the Patriots kicked butt at the Battle of 
Kettle Creek. Pardon the language, but it’s a 
good beginning to another successful Battle 
of Kettle Creek Celebration put on by the 
Kettle Creek Battlefield Association and the 
Georgia Society Sons of the American Revo-
lution. 

 This year’s event started on Friday with 
the annual Kettle Creek Battlefield tour on 
top of War Hill. Visitors were entertained 
with colonial living history and a tour of the 
battlefield. When they were able to visit the 
newly discovered possible grave sites of 
American Revolutionary War soldiers, the 
importance of this battlefield was brought 
home in an emotional moment. The white 
crosses spread across the area of the conflict 
reflect the chaos of this battle and underscore 
the importance of preserving the site. 

 On Friday evening, the guests enjoyed 
happy hour and dinner at the Pope Center. 
Dr. David Noble was the keynote speaker. He 
reflected on the important Kettle Creek dis-
coveries first made by cadaver dogs and later 
confirmed by ground penetrating radar: the 
possible burial locations of 28 Revolutionary 

War soldiers. David showed the dinner guests 
the GPR anomalies of a gravesite which was 

discovered by the cadaver dogs. The ground 
breaking effort at the Kettle Creek Battlefield 
has set the genealogical community abuzz, 
and we all are eagerly awaiting additional 
efforts to substantiate the findings.  

 KCBA President Walker Chewning 
spoke on the new discoveries and the past 
efforts in obtaining additional property of the 
core area of the battlefield. He expressed the 
need for additional support for the acquisition 
of a larger portion of the battlefield and how 
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this acquisition would help to preserve these, 
and likely other, important grave sites for     
this acquisition would help to preserve the 
important grave sites for future generations. 

  Early Saturday morning, the reenac-
tors arose to muster on the square for the co-
lonial parade. The parade was led by NSSAR 
Secretary General, Larry Guzy, and GAS-
SAR President Wayne Brown. They were 
followed by groups of the flag-carrying Geor-
gia Society SAR Color Guard clothed in the 
uniform of Gen. George Washington.  Patriot 
militia followed with muskets, swords, axes, 
bayonets, and other implements of the coloni-
al period. The ladies accompanied the militia, 
dressed in appropriate colonial era clothing. 
Children of the GASCAR also accompanied 
the group carrying flags and dressed in colo-
nial attire. All the festivities were cheered on 
by a crowd of spectators.  

 Several local guilders presented the 
wares of their trade in the corner building for 
the delight of the children. Spinning wheel, 
leather worker, and militia uniformed patriots 

talked with the visitors. 

 Later in the morning, a change of     
command ceremony was conducted for the 
Georgia Society Color Guard in which   
Commander Ed Rigel turned the command 
over to newly appointed commander Bill 
Palmer. A loud HAZZAH was given by the 
Color Guard as a salute to the new Com-
mander  

 An exciting portrayal of a Revolutionary 
War skirmish was conducted behind the 
Court House in Washington Park. To the de-
light of the crowd, fifty militia advanced    
upon British defenders in the reenactment of 
the defeat of Col. Boyd at the Battle of Kettle 
Creek.  

 In the afternoon, everyone assembled at 
the Kettle Creek Battlefield for the annual 
wreath laying ceremony. More than eighty 
wreath presenters were on hand. ROTC    ca-
dets from Greene County formed a row with 
sabers drawn as the presenters walked toward 
the War Hill Monument and made their 
presentation. The ceremony was followed by 
a three volley salute by the Georgia Society 
Militia and the Morn Musket presentation, 
with taps playing in the background.           
 On Sunday morning, the visitors were 
invited to attend a colonial church service at 
Philips Mill Baptist Church.  

Trexler Original  
Oil  Painting Unveiled 

 
 In 2015, the KCBA commissioned re-
nowned artist Jeff Trexler of Holmes, Penn-
sylvania, to produce an oil painting of the 
Battle of Kettle Creek. Trexler is known for 
his ability to combine his love of history with 

GASSAR Color Guard  
Change of Command 

Davie Chesnut  discussing leather working 
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his  passion for art. His commissions include 
a extensive collection of  paintings of native 
American, Civil War, and American          
Revolution battles and soldiers. The painting 
of the Battle of Kettle Creek was to represent 
the beginning of the battle  where Pickens’ 
patriot militia first engaged Col. Boyd’s    
provincial troops. The scene depicts  the edge 
of a cleared field where British soldiers were  
slaughtering cows along a fence line and the 
mortally injured Col Boyd  in the foreground. 

More potential Revolutionary War 
Gravesites Located 

  A recent comprehensive search for burial 
sites at the Kettle Creek battlefield follows 
the preliminary study of a few months ago. 
The same team of Tracy Sargent with cadaver 
dogs and Dan Bigman with ground penetrat-
ing radar (GPR) equipment are completing 
survey of the battle site and northward to in-
clude the Liberty Church and Hammett Farm 
sites. 
 A total of nearly 28 sites are now marked 
with white crosses. Georgia law is highly pro-
tective of burial sites. Any disturbance is a 
misdemeanor and is punishable by fine and 
incarceration. 
 Dr. David Noble, KCBA board member 
from Atlanta, is managing the study which is 
supported by both state and KCBA funds. 
“These discoveries are very exciting and are 
identifying the Kettle Creek Battlefield as a 
battle scene like no other in this country. To 
be able to find the remains of those who 
fought, and also to find musket balls fired 
during the battle, creates a living history like 
no other,” Noble said. 
 Bigman Geophysical’ s team has identi-
fied not only the location of soil disturbance 
but shot and metallic objects in other areas of 
the battlefield. Both state and local funds 
have supported this work . 
Noble explained that the GPR equipment is 
mounted on wheels so as to be easily moved 
under rough field conditions, it carries the 
radar source for measuring and for recording 
differences in soil density. 
 “From a distance, it looks like a lawn 
mower,” KCBA chairman Joe Harris said. 
The equipment will show whether or not  the 

sites identified by the cadaver dogs also show 
a soil difference, thus providing confirmation. 
It records the measurements and GPS read-
ings are taken for future location of the sites. 
Noble is planning soil sampling studies to 
find evidence of human remains. Both UGA 
archeologists and Georgia State University 
professionals are being considered for this 
phase of study. 
 Cadaver dogs have identified 27 sites, 15 
of which have been confirmed by GPR. Eight 
of these are in the War Hill area. Six con-
firmed sites were identified at the Liberty 
Church site which is less than a mile north of 
War Hill and one was identified near the 
Hammett Farm site. 
“Although these studies are very exciting, the 
greater part of the battle is reported to have 
taken place south of Kettle Creek. We are 
anxious for access to this area,” Noble said. 

 Dan Bigman of Bigman Geophysical us-

es ground penetration radar equipment on the 

ridge of the Hammett Farm site north of the 

Kettle Creek Battlefield as Walker Chewning 

and Dr. David Noble look on. White crosses 

identify sites located by cadaver dogs. 

 

GSSCAR Continues it’s Support 
 
 The Georgia Society Children of the 

American Revolution have been a  constant 

GSSCAR President 
receiving check to 

the KCBA 
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supporter  for the preservation of the Kettle 
Creek Battlefield. In February 2017 at the 
annual  state CAR Conference the GASCAR 
president  presented KCBA President, Walk-
er Chewning with a check for the acquisition 
of additional land to the battlefield. The con-
ference was held at Unicoi State park Con-
ference and was a great success.  The help of 
the GASSCAR is always appreciated. 

Exhaustive history of Patriot service 
to be placed in Mary Willis Library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. David Noble, senior author of Patri-
ots in Revolutionary Engagements 1776-82, 
gives a copy of the new publication to 
KCBA chairman Joe Harris (right) to be giv-
en to the Mary Willis Library. For those in-
terested in ancestral connections with a Rev-
olutionary War Patriot, a new book can 
help. Patriots in Revolutionary Engagements 
1776-82 may be a place to start. Dr. David 
Noble, senior author, recently presented a 
copy of the 832 page volume to Joe Harris, 
chairman of the Kettle Creek Battlefield As-
sociation board of directors, for placement in 
the Mary Willis Library. 
 “A no more complete history of (Patriot) 
military service may be found in these en-
tries than any other single reference work,” 
said Terry Manning, past president of the 
Georgia Society, SAR and also of the Atlan-
ta Chapter. 
 The text sites 42 engagements in Geor-
gia over the six-year period. The Kettle 
Creek Battlefield is one of these and it recog-
nizes some 115 Patriots of the 300 estimated 

total. The authors acknowledge that pension 
records are not the only source of Patriot 
identification and accept that such a compila-
tion is a never ending effort in a search for 
over 2,000.  
 The book is a research project of the At-
lanta Chapter, SAR. The R.J. Taylor Jr. 
Foundation supported publication. Richard 
P. Marsh is co-author. He “developed a sys-
tem to warehouse and manage the data” ac-
cumulated by Dr. Noble, according to the 
jacket cover. 

UGA College of Environment and 

Design will Develop Plans for  

Battlefield  Park  

 With a view toward a working plan for 
the Kettle Creek Battlefield Recreational 
Park, the College of Environment and De-
sign (CED) is reviewing the history of the 
site and status of existing plans. Such plans 
for the site provide a starting point; specifi-
cally, the Master Plan from the CSRA Re-
gional Commission and approved by the 
Wilkes County Board of Commissioners and 
the UGA Carl Vinson Institute Conceptual 
Plan. 
 CED Dean Daniel Nadenicek scheduled 
a meeting of Associate Dean David Spooner 
and two faculty members with Walker 
Chewning, Joe Harris and Lou Ricciuti of 
the Kettle Creek Battlefield Association 
Board of Directors.  The meeting was held in 
the office of the Dean. 

From left, Joe Harris, Chair, KCBA Board of Di-
rectors; Dean Daniel Nadenicek, College of Envi-
ronment and Design; Professors James Reap and 
Eric McDonald; Assoc. Dean David Spooner; Lou 
Riccuiti and Pres. Walker Chewning of the KCBA 
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 After brief introductions by Ricciuti, 
Chewning and Harris, Nadenicek reviewed 
possibilities for park design through the col-
lege.  This included a teleconference connec-
tion with Langford Holbrook of the Carl 
Vinson Institute who produced the park Con-
ceptual Plan and was out of town.  This plan 
had been widely reviewed and supported by 
the Wilkes County Board of Commissioners 
and civic groups in Washington. 
 Nadenicek asked CED faculty members 
to describe possibilities for park planning for 
their respective specialties.  Prof. James Reap 
led off.  He had studied some historic features 
of Washington years ago and recently 
brought a group of graduate students to visit 
the battlefield.   “Our courses in surveying, 
planning, documentation and cultural land-
scaping engage faculty and students”, he said, 
“These include possibilities for site interpre-
tation including building design and materi-
als.”  He referred to the Chickamauga Nation-
al Military Park near Chattanooga, TN.  Reap 
was recently appointed by President Obama 
to the Department of State’s Cultural Proper-
ty Advisory Committee for assisting in pro-
tecting a state’s cultural heritage. 
 Eric McDonald, with a PhD from the 
University of Wisconsin in land resources 
and management, said, “The first phase of 
development is to determine what is there, 
what is known, and fill in the gaps, then de-
sign”.  He has worked in cultural landscaping 
requirements for two national parks, land-
scape research for Wormsloe near Savannah, 
Georgia, and for Stratford Hall in Virginia. 
 Associate Dean David Spooner empha-
sized the need for landscape archeology.  He 
has fifteen years in private experience and 
degrees from NC State and UGA.  “My pri-
mary interest is in people and the built envi-
ronment”, he said, “and I have a special inter-
est in building sustainable communities”. 
 Dean Nadenicek wrapped up the profes-
sional comments , saying, “Some people 
spend twenty minutes in a park and others 
spend days or weeks.  We must provide chal-
lenging opportunities for both as well as other 
demographics”. 
 Lou Riciutti asked, “How do we get to 
the cost?”  Nadenicek replied, ”We will offer 
a proposal but we need more information.  
Existing studies, including the archeological 

study by Dan Elliott, provide a sound basis 
for our work”.  Reap said, “We will get our 
heads together very soon”. 
 Anne Floyd of the CSRA Regional Com-

mission is providing copies of the Master 

Plan and the Kettle Creek Battlefield Associ-

ation copies of Elliott’s study.  Joe Harris, 

KCBA Board Chair, will deliver these. 

 

Ramblers take interest in  

battlefield’s wildflowers 
By JOE HARRIS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Nature Ramblers, an informal or-
ganization affiliated with the Botanical 
Garden of Georgia in Athens, assemble 
on War Hill before taking the Loop 
Trail on a wildflower search. Linda 
Chafin of the botanical garden intro-
duced the group to the site. She is au-
thor of a plant inventory of the area. 
Georgia Botanical Garden Conserva-
tion Botanist Linda Chafin recently 
brought a dozen nature ramblers to the 
Kettle Creek Battlefield because they 
were especially interested in the rela-
tively rare wildflowers of the site. 
They arrived at War Hill for an early 
afternoon tour of the Loop Trail on a 
brisk day. They were given a brief his-
tory of the 1779 battle since there were 
inquiries about the white crosses on the 
north side of the hill. It was explained 
that they marked the results of cadaver 
dog studies for burial sites. Some 29 
such locations have been found in the 
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70-acre battle area with more likely on the 
south side of the creek where most of the 
fighting took place. 

 Chafin got to the point of the visit, say-
ing, “It has been an especially good season 
here for trout lily, or adder’s tongue. The 
species is very common along the Appalachi-
ans and otherwise in hardwood forests of the 
eastern U.S. and Canada but this is one of the 
few sites where so many are protected.” In 
southwest Georgia the hundred-acre Wolf 
Creek Preserve in Grady County protects 
about 10 acres of trout lilies. It is owned and 
maintained by the county as a tourist attrac-
tion. It was bought by interested individuals 
in Georgia and Florida and given to Grady 
County. 

 Once walking along the east side of the 
trail, almost immediately one of the visitors 
spotted an atamasco lily. “It is a little early 
for these,” Chafin said. “Come back in a few 
weeks and you will see them scattered over 
this whole section of the hill.” 

 As they hiked near the creek, Chafin 
grabbed a vine and exclaimed, “This may be 
the biggest grape vine in Georgia!” It was 
about four inches in diameter. The pawpaw 
along the creek was in early flower. The spe-
cies is said to have the largest edible fruit of 
any native American plants. 

 As they reached the more shaded west 
and north sides of the hill, they found trout 
lilies covering wide areas. They have con-
spicuous, delicate yellow flowers with a pair 
of purple-mottled green leaves often flat on 
the ground. “That mottling does look like the 
side of a trout,” someone remarked. Chafin 
pointed out that the shape of the flower petals 
gave it another common name, dog-tooth vi-
olet, “but it is not a violet,” Chafin said. She 
pointed out the unusual number of shagbark 
hickory and black walnut trees on the rocky 
north slope. They are common only in scat-
tered locations across Georgia where the 
soils are less acid, usually due to high calci-
um content. 

 “Look at this hillside,” Chafin said, 
“there are thousands of trout lilies in flower 
yet only about one percent are in bloom at 
any given time.” It may take seven years for 
a single plant to flower but few produce seed. 
Reproduction is mainly by underground tu-

bers. 

 As the group reached their cars, Chafin 
remarked that some of the ramblers will cer-
tainly be back, probably within a month. 
Trilliums and atamasco lilies will be in full 
bloom within weeks. 

UNSUNG HEROES OF WILKES 
COUNTY, GEORGIA 

‘No soldier ... was braver’ than Dabney 
By LTC (Ret) ED ANDERSON 

 
 

Black men were among the very first 
to respond to the call to enlist in America’s 
struggle for independence from England. On 
March 5, 1770, Crispus Attucks, a formerly 
enslaved black man led a group of angry 
American colonists into a deadly confronta-
tion with British soldiers in Boston, Massa-
chusetts. When the British muskets began to 
fire, Attucks fell to the ground, mortally 
wounded – the first to die for the freedom of 
our country from British rule. A few days 
later, hundreds of Bostonians attended a pub-
lic funeral for him and four other white colo-
nists who had been killed. They were all bur-
ied in a common grave. 

Noted author and historian, Henry 
Wiencek, in his book entitled George Wash-
ington, An Imperfect God, His Slaves and the 
Creation of America, tells us that more than 
8,000 black men served in uniform during 
the Revolutionary War. 
Wiencek quotes historian Robert Selig as 
saying that the number of black men and 
women who actively served in and out of 
uniform is under-reported. Other scholars 
inform us that countless thousands served out
-of-uniform as skilled and unskilled laborers, 
spies, boat pilots, servants, and in many other 
capacities. 

Wiencek states that Baron Von 

http://www.news-reporter.com/sites/www.news-reporter.com/files/images/2017-02-09/27p1.jpg
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Closen, a foreigner, visited the Continental 
Army Camp of General George Washington 
in 1781 and “was struck by the fact that one 
in four Continental soldiers was black. 
Closen had no political agenda to advance, 
he had no reason to lie or exaggerate, and he 
wrote down his observations privately.” 

With regard to the quality of the 
black Revolutionary War soldiers, Wiencek 
reports that Von Closen states that they are 
“the best under arms … the most precise in 
maneuvers.” Wiencek goes on to say, “This 
observation would be nothing more than an 
intriguing footnote except that this Rhode 
Island unit, mostly black, would be hand-
picked by Washington and LaFayette to car-
ry out the most important assignment of the 
climactic battle of the Revolution – the as-
sault that ended the war.” (The Battle of 
Yorktown). 

Noted author, attorney, and public 
servant Michael Thurmond, in his 2003 book 
entitled Freedom, writes that Austin Dabney 
is the most celebrated black Georgia patriot. 
Thurmond quotes a historian as saying, “The 
young recruit served under Colonel Elijah 
Clarke, and distinguished himself as a brave 
and loyal patriot. ‘No soldier under Clarke 
was braver, or did better service during the 
Revolutionary struggle.’ 
“In February 1779, Dabney fought in the 
bloody Revolutionary War Battle of Kettle 
Creek, near the town of Washington in 
Wilkes County. The Georgia patriots won 
decisively, but Dabney was shot through the 
thigh and left seriously wounded on the bat-
tlefield.” 

Dabney recovered and, unlike the 
majority of other black men and women who 
fought, bled and even died, he was recog-
nized for his sacrificial service and was 
granted a pension for the remainder of his 
life. 

Washington Wilkes Historical Foundation 
makes donation 

 

 Stephanie Macchia (left), president of 
the Washington-Wilkes Historical Founda-
tion, presents Dr. Joe Harris with a donation 
of $2,500 to the Kettle Creek Battlefield As-
sociation. The funds will contribute to histor-

ical research at the site and other efforts 

steered by the KCBA. The donation was 
matched by Dwight Harley of Lincolnton 
along with all other donations made during 
the 2017 Revolutionary Days weekend. Har-
ley has been a major donor to the battlefield 
in recent years.  
 

Special equipment helps determine 
if shots fired were Loyalist, Patriot 

By JOE HARRIS 
 
 

Dan Elliott of the Lamar Institute 
works on elemental analysis of shots fired 
during the Revolutionary War battle at Kettle 
Creek. His small X-Ray Fluorescence metal 
analyzer is on his left and he faces his laptop 
spectrograph which displays from the chair. 

Composition of the shot may identify the 
source as either British or Patriot. A recent 
archeological study at the Kettle Creek Bat-
tlefield identified about a dozen lead shots 

http://www.news-reporter.com/sites/www.news-reporter.com/files/images/2017-01-19/10p1.jpg
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from a small sample area. This sparked the 
curiosity of Dr. David Noble and Dr. Jim 
Granade to determine the source: Patriot or 
Loyalist. The shots, along with a reference to 
their battlefield location, are stored at the 
Washington-Wilkes Historical Museum. 
Granade and Noble funded an analysis of the 
shot which would identify their source. 

Dan Elliott of the Savannah-based 
Lamar Institute and who has equipment for 
analysis met Noble and Kettle Creek Battle-
field Association (KCBA) representatives 
Walker Chewning and Joe Harris of the Ket-
tle Creek Battlefield Association at the muse-
um. Elliott brought a Bruker XRF metal ana-
lyzer with him. 

A single shot, estimated to be less 
than half an inch in diameter, was placed 
over a port on top of the instrument for 60 
seconds and its content recorded graphically. 
Elliott explained how the machine works: “It 
starts with a laser beam from Rhodium. This 
beam agitates electrons in the shot and the 
wavelength of the energy they give off iden-
tifies the metal source and the amount. The 
British lead shots may be different from the 
Patriots’ because they may contain trace 
amounts of other metal elements.” 

Elliott will provide a written report 
on the analysis which will be described with 
other data in order to better tell the story of 
the battle that took place on February 14, 
1779. 

“We must continue work like this,” 

Noble said, “not only on the War Hill site but 
also in the Liberty Church area where other 
methods are required.” 

 

Elliott is becoming more and more 
familiar with Wilkes County history, having 
produced the first archeological study of the 
Kettle Creek battle area but also having dis-
covered the location of Carr’s Fort, described 
in the 2014 report, “The Search and Discov-
ery of Captain Robert Carr’s Fort and Its 
Revolutionary War Battlefield, Wilkes Coun-
ty, Georgia.” 

Dan Elliott, David Noble, Walker 
Chewning, Joe Harris 

2017 Membership Drive 
 

 With the beginning of the Bat-
tle of Kettle Creek Celebration  
the KCBA starts it's annual 
membership and fund raising 
drive.  Although much has 
been accomplished since 2011 
there is still much more that 
needs to be done. We need your 
financial support to continue to 
develop and preserve this his-
toric battlefield. Remember we 
currently control only 20% of 
the core area of the battlefield 
and 80% remains with private 
land owners.  
 You may renew you member-
ship or contribute to the Land 

Fund on Page #9. 
 

Thank you for your  
support 
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Membership Levels & Donations 

 

 Patriot Membership  
 Adult: $25.00 
 Family: $50.00 

 

 Life Membership 
 Col. Andrew Pickens Member $500.00 
 Col. John Dooly Member $1,000.00 
 Col. Elijah Clarke Member $2,500.00 
 President George Washington $5,000.00 
 Kettle Creek Battlefield Legacy Member $25,000.00 

 

Life Members can continue to reach higher levels of membership  
 through cumulative gifting. Additional donations can be made  

separately or along with the membership renewal. 
 

We need your continuing  support in order to preserve the historic 
 Kettle Creek Battlefield 

 
  Name _______________________________________________ 
 
 Address _____________________________________________ 
 
 City _____________________ State ______ Zip _____________ 
 
 Email _____________________  Phone ____________ 

 
 

Please make your check payable to Kettle Creek Battlefield Association, Inc 
 

Send to : 
 

Kettle Creek Battlefield Association, Inc. 
P. O. Box 729 

Washington, GA 30673 
 


