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Cadaver dogs find several 

gravesites at Kettle Creek 

battlefield core area 
 

. 

 

 Tracy Sargent and Chance, a mixed 

breed dog trained to detect the scent of hu-

man cadavers, are about to enjoy playtime 

with a T-ball toy used as a reward after the 

dog finds the scent of human remains. 

Chance found four possible burial sites on 

War Hill.earlier this month. Cadaver dogs 
identified the gravesites on and around 
the War Hill area of the Kettle Creek bat-
tlefield and three on the Liberty Church 
site north of War Hill. The dogs are 
trained to detect human remains which 
may persist for hundreds of years. 
 In an archeological study funded by a 
Kettle Creek Battlefield Association 
board member, Daniel Bigman of Geo-
physical, LLC and Tracy Sargent of K9 

Search and Rescue with three cadaver 
dogs worked about five hours within the 
Kettle Creek Battlefield core area. Sev-
eral board members agreed on the his-
toric significance of this study and history 
which is “coming alive,” they said. 

 The study began on a sunny morning 
in the Liberty Church area which had 
been identified from a 1970 topographic 
drawing by Robert Scott Davis, then as-
sociated with the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources. Some GPS coordi-
nates established by Don Fucich in his 
more recent work on Wilkes County 
cemeteries were also useful. 

 Sargent’s German Shepherd lead 
dog, Draco, was released for the first sur-
vey search of the area south of the Lib-
erty Church site. In less than 15 minutes 
of whiffing and sniffing back and forth 
over an area of less than half an acre, 
Draco stopped quickly and sat, facing 
Sargent. 

 “These are working dogs,” Sargent 
explained, “and they work for a reward.” 
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The reward turns out to be a brief play 
time with Sargent who throws a T-ball to 
Draco and which is happily retrieved and 
dropped at her feet for more retrievals. 
“They are taught to recognize the scent 
of cadavers,” Sargent said, “which is em-
bedded in the T-ball and which they as-
sociate with playtime. As working dogs, 
when loose in the field, they search for 
the scent and when they find it, they sit 
and wait for the toy.” 

  

 

 A possible gravesite needed confir-
mation for which two other dogs took 
their turn. One was a large mixed breed, 
tan-colored animal and the other a black 
German Shepherd which worked the 
same area identifying the same location. 
As the process moved to another possi-
ble site nearby on the ridge, two addi-
tional gravesites were identified. 

 As a result. the cemetery area was 
identified as well as that of Liberty 
Church which must have been uphill from 
the cemetery where numerous founda-
tion-size stones were located. Both a 
photograph of Liberty Church and of the 
cemetery area are found in a 1904 report 
of Rev. F.T. Simpson in an address to 
The Presbytery of Augusta at Athens, 
Georgia. 

 The location of the War Hill burial 
sites was initially narrowed down by the 

Dan Williams discovery of high phospho-
rous levels in soil samples from an area 
on the hill. Williams is a forest geologist 
who was trying to determine the relatively 
rare occurrence of plant species which 
prefer less-acidic soils and are found in 
the area. High phosphorous soil levels 
are correlated with human remains. 

 “As Draco worked the west side of 
the hill, a scent was picked up in less 
than 15 minutes,” said KCBA Chairman 
Joe Harris, who had located the area 
from Williams’ description. “From sites 
like these with less-acidic conditions, we 
have found bones over 200 years old,” 
Sargent commented. 

 The dogs were given a rest and the 
search continued after lunch. Search 
along the War Hill Loop Trail turned out 
positive for three sites arranged in a row. 

 The War Hill and Liberty Church ar-
eas are quite different in the kind of infor-
mation which would come from further 

Draco, Chance & Cinco preparing 

for the search 

Cinco spotting a grave site. 

Dan Bigman,, Trace Sargent, Chance,  

N. Walker Chewning, Jo An Chewning,  

David Noble, Joe Harris 
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studies, one being the story of the battle 
and the other that of the neighborhood as 
it developed. “The battlefield association 
intends to continue such research, a very 
rewarding experience,” Harris said. 

Bigman Geophysical Search 

 The contract with Bigman Geophysical 

called for the search of three area during the 

investigation on December 15, 2015. The 

area were to include the suspected location of 

the Liberty Church and if time permitted the 

extend the search to War Hill and the walk-

way around the base of War Hill. All three 

cadaver dogs were used for the search. Al-

though the remains were over 200 years old 

the each dog  able to verify the the scent 

separately. The area searched and the loca-

tion of the grave sites are indicated on the 

following maps. 

  

 

White Crosses placed on gravesites 

 The discovery of the graves by Draco, 
Chance and Cinco further substantiate the 
conclusion about the battle area by the Lamar 
Institute  Study in 2008 and their discovery of 
battlefield artifacts. All three dogs alerted 
their handler to eleven grave sites within the 
battlefield. Each dog searched separately and 
picked up scents at the same sites thereby 
confirming the locations. 

  The losses that day consisted of the Pa-
triot forces suffering 9 killed, 21 wounded 
and 2 missing. Boyd’s Provincial troops suf-
fered 70 killed or wounded , and 150 cap-
tured.. These eleven grave sites were marked 
by Bigman Geophysical with flags and GPS 
location.  

 With the grave sites located and tagged 
the next steps was to appropriately mark the 
locations.  N. Walker Chewning volunteered, 

Area searched by cadaver dogs. 

Grave sites of eleven fallen Provincial soldiers. 
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with the help of his grandson Walker Chewn-
ing, to build white wooden crosses that would 
be placed at the site of each grave.  

 This was felt to be a fitting method of 
recognition for the soldiers buried at the sites 
and would enable visitors to see the progres-
sion of the battle from the Liberty Church 
area, towards Kettle Creek.  It is our hope 
that these gravesite will bring a renewed rev-
erence for the Kettle Creek Battlefield 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Trail  Signs 

Walker Chewning installs white crosses on 

three grave sites located near the  

Liberty Church 

 

 

Lone grave site 

found near Liberty 

Hill Church. Is this 

Col. Boyd ???? 

Three of the six grave site found on the   

south side of Kelly Branch .  

In this area the Lamar Institute Study of 2008 located  

a significant number of battlefield artifacts. 

Lone grave site on the south west section of 

War Hill. This picture was taken after heavy 

rains and you can see the original path of  Ket-

tle Creek flowing in the background. 
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 The trail around the Kettle Creek Battlefield have been in need of directional signage. 

Richard Bennion and friends stepped up and created some unique trail signs to help visitors find 

their way around the battlefield. This year when you visit you will able to enjoy the six  new 

additions to your visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pedestrian Bridges Installation  

Wilkes County is constructing two bridges for  visitors that will cross Kelly Branch and permit 

easy access to the north side of the battlefield.  These bridges will be connected to trails that 

will lead to the Hammett Farm and Liberty Church sites. 

 

 

 

 

 

Two way signs will show the 

way along the “Loop Trail” 

and the “Summit Trail” 

 

The unique War Hill Loop 

Trail will direct visitors along 

a path of natural beauty and 

nature adventure. Lets see if 

you can determine what is oc-

cupying the knothole? 

 

 

 

Construction  of one  the of two 

bridges across Kelly Branch. 

which will give access to the 

Hammett Farm and Liberty 

Church. 
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Nearly 100 eighth graders learn at 

Kettle Creek 

 In a second visit organized by Lincoln 

County eighth grade teacher Christie Bryan, 

93 students heard Allen Burton describe the 

1779 Revolutionary War victory at Kettle 

Creek. The National Park Service recognizes 

the battle as the only significant Patriot vic-

tory in Georgia. The battle and its leadership 

figures are specifically covered in the eighth 

grade curriculum requirements in Georgia 

public schools. 

 Burton briefly mentioned the unusual 

natural history of the site in addressing the 

group, but the course of the battle took most 

of his time and was the main interest of the 

eighth-graders. They had recently covered 

this piece of Georgia history in the classroom 

but the trip was delayed due to heavy rains in 

November. 

 With the War Hill Loop Trail having 

been recently tended by Randy Clayton, and 

with time available, students hiked the nearly 

half-mile around the hill. The monument of-

fers a good landmark for anyone interested in 

the hike, and provides a better impression of 

the terrain of the battle, the creek itself, and 

its place in the whole three-hour event in 

February 1779. Although the creek some-

times runs dry during the summer, it has been 

running briskly in recent months. 

 The battlefield was not the only Wilkes 

County historic site for the student group: 

Callaway Plantation was their second stop for 

the well-coordinated event. 

 Some have said that the age group likes 

any opportunity to get out of the classroom. 

“This is not my impression” said Joe Harris, 

Kettle Creek Battlefield Association board 

chairman. “Students are attentive and obser-

vant,” he said, “among a previous group, one 

student even asked, ‘Is this place open all the 

time?’ It is clear that such occasions as this 

expand the world of this age group a little 

bit.” 

 Bryan plans to be back next November 

with a new group. In an earlier visit she had 

taken five other teachers along with her. The 

bus drivers are also interested and usually 

quite appreciative of the value to the students. 

“Some of these kids live in fenced-in 

neighborhoods, so to speak, and it’s good for 

them to get out,” Harris was told. 

Eighth graders experience Kettle 

Creek battle site, history during a 

recent tour 

 Wilkes County eighth-grade classes at 

War Hill listen as Dr. Richard Bennion de-

scribes the Liberty Church and Hammett 

farm sites and history.“Having a real life ex-

perience nearby for students in history classes 

offers an exceptional opportunity for area 

teachers. The Revolutionary War battlefield 

is that kind of place,” said Katy Meech, local 

eighth grade history teacher. “We’re in that 

curricular time of year when we cover Geor-

gia history,” she continued. Meech scheduled 

a tour for 90 eighth graders with Allen Bur-

ton, Augusta University historian, who de-

scribed the battle. Dr. and Mrs. Richard Ben-

nion told the Liberty Church and Hammett 

farm stories and Dr. Joe Harris, botanist, 

briefly reviewed the site’s natural history. 

 The history of the 1779 Battle of Kettle 

Creek was described on site from the top of 

War Hill by Burton to each of three groups of 

about 30 students. “The British Loyalists 

came in from South Carolina as part of the 

British southern strategy to take the South 

from the “back country,” Burton explained, 

“they were followed by Patriots who fired the 

first shots while the Loyalists were having a 

breakfast of some cattle they killed from a 

nearby farm, probably belonging to James 
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Hammett. Loyalist Colonel Boyd was mor-

tally wounded right away but the battle con-

tinued across Kettle Creek for over an hour 

with the result of about 70 Loyalists and nine 

Patriots dead.” 

 Meech explained, “The eighth grade 

‘historical understanding’ social studies re-

quirements include an analysis of the 

‘significance of people in Georgia on the 

Revolutionary War.’” 

 “Wilkes and Lincoln County students are 

currently taking advantage of the battlefield 

resource and as docent and time conditions 

permit, others will be specifically invited,” 

according to Kettle Creek Battlefield Asso-

ciation Chairman Joe Harris. 

 For the 90 students who visited the site 

and walked the Summit Trail to War Hill, 

Harris described the geological features of 

the site and the Bennions described the natu-

ral history features. “The students were atten-

tive, curious and well-mannered,” Harris 

said, “We are looking forward to the fall of 

2016.” 

Dr. Joe Harris presents information 

about battlefield to Woman’s Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Woman’s Club guest speaker Dr. Joe 

Harris is pictured with Judy Anderson, presi-

dent, (center) and Ruthie Clements, program 

chairman. Dr. Joe Harris was guest speaker at 

the meeting of the Washington Woman’s 

Club on Monday October 12, at the club-

house. 

 Ruthie Clements, program chairman, in-

troduced Dr. Harris, chairman of the Kettle 

Creek Battlefield Association, who briefed 

the club about the Association’s conceptual 

plan for the creation of an educational and 

recreational park at the Kettle Creek site. He 

noted the park would have the historic battle-

field as its core while additional acreage 

would help create recreational and educa-

tional opportunities including a youth camp, 

recreational forest that would provide trails 

for hiking, biking, and horseback riding, in 

addition to an overnight campground. Wilkes 

County and Washington already boast a num-

ber of significant historical resources so the 

economic development potential exists to 

grow the area as a destination for heritage 

tourists with the addition of the Kettle Creek 

Battlefield Park. Mrs. Clements is also a 

member of the Kettle Creek Battlefield Asso-

ciation. 

2016 Membership Drive 
 

 With the beginning of the Bat-

tle of Kettle Creek Celebration  

the KCBA starts it's annual mem-

bership and fund raising drive. 

 Although much has been ac-

complished since 2011 there is 

still much more that needs to be 

done. We need you financial sup-

port to continue to develop and 

preserve this historic battlefield. 

Remember we currently control 

only 20% of the core area of the 

battlefield and 80% remains with 

private land owners.  

 You may renew you member-

ship or contribute to the Land 

Fund on Page #12. 

 

Thank you for your support 
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The Kettle Creek Battlefield Association 

Dinner Banquet Invitation   
 

You are invited to join the  

Sons and Daughters of the American Revolution 

in celebrating the Battle of Kettle Creek  

at the annual KCBA banquet to be held on 
 

 Friday, February 12th, 2016  
Pope Center 

48 Lexington Ave 

Washington, GA 30673 
 

Program: Langford D. Holbrook 

 “Kettle Creek Battlefield  

Conceptual Plan for a National Park" 
 

Dinner Cost:  $30.00 per individual 
Please make your checks payable to KCBA 

Cash Bar & Reception 5:00 P.M. 

 Dinner at 6:30 P.M. 
 

Mail to: 

KCBA 

P. O. Box 729 

Washington, GA 30673 

 
Please include your email address  

Dinner reservation must be received by January 31, 2016 

(Contact Walker Chewning at 678-409-4644) 
 

NOTE: Those wishing to sit as a group or family please designate 

on your RSVP—Tables seat “8” and will be assigned by number 
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“Revolutionary Days” 
Celebrating the 237th Anniversary of the 

Battle of Kettle Creek 
Kettle Creek Battlefield Memorial Cere-

mony 

Saturday, February 13th, 2016 at 2:30 pm 

Washington, Wilkes County, Georgia 
All Societies and Chapters of the C.A.R., DAR, SAR, other Hereditary So-

cieties and patriotic or historical organizations are invited to attend.  Descen-

dants and the public are especially welcome. 

Submit request to participate in the Wreath Presentation no later than 

February 1st, 2016, to assure listing in the Ceremony Program 
Organization:        

Name of Presenter:       

Office or Title of Presenter:       

Will Participate in the Color Guard:  

Email Address:       Phone:       

Mail to: Ed Rigel, Sr., 1504 Berkeley Court, Gainesville, GA 30501-1260; 

or 

Email : compatriotrigel@charter.net  

 

Kettle Creek Battlefield Association 

Annual Meeting 
 

Friday, February 12, 2015 

4:30 PM—5:30 PM 

 

Edward B Pope Conference Center 

48 Lexington Ave 

mailto:compatriotrigel@charter.net
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Membership Levels 
 

 Patriot Membership  
 Student: $10.00 

 Adult: $25.00 

 Family: $50.00 

 

 Life Membership 

 Col. Andrew Pickens Member $500.00 

 Col. John Dooly Member $1,000.00 

 Col. Elijah Clarke Member $2,500.00 

 President George Washington $5,000.00 

 Kettle Creek Battlefield Legacy Member $25,000.00 

 

Life Members can continue to reach higher levels of membership  

 through cumulative gifting. Additional donations can be made  

separately or along with the membership renewal. 

 

We need your continuing  support in order to preserve the historic 

 Kettle Creek Battlefield 
 

  Name _______________________________________________ 

 

 Address _____________________________________________ 

 

 City _____________________ State ______ Zip _____________ 

 

 Email _____________________  Phone ____________ 

 

Please make your check payable to Kettle Creek Battlefield Association, Inc 

 

Send to : 

Kettle Creek Battlefield Association, Inc. 

P. O. Box 729 

Washington, GA 30673 


